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men, and established at once a new and gracious probation. The atoning 
value of Christ's death antedated the incarnation. Its saving benefits availed 
for man from the very beginning of the fall. (P. 54.) 

As a loyal Methodist, the author shows the error in certain obnox- 
ious doctrines of Calvinism, deals minutely with the correct chronology 
of events in the ordo salutis, and considers at length the doctrine of 
sanctification. When we say that, notwithstanding all the formal ear- 
marks of conventional theology, and in spite of hackneyed terminology 
and dialectic method, the author has given us a book of real spiritual 
value and interest, we are paying a deserved tribute to his power as a 
teacher and writer. His clear analysis, lucid style, and religious insight, 
joined with good common sense, make the volume wholesome and 
attractive ; but the problems which interest him most are not living 
issues in the Christian thought of today. 

Gerald Birney Smith. 

The University of Chicago. 



The New World and the New Thought. By James Bixby, Ph.D. 
New York: Thomas Whittaker, 1902. Pp. 219. $1. 

Evolution and Man, Here and Hereafter. By John Wesley Conley, 
D.D. Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1902. Pp.172. $1. 

While these two volumes are by no means companion books, they 
cover in part the same ground, and together constitute an interesting 
comparative study, reaching as they do substantially harmonious conclu- 
sions, one from the "liberal," the other from the "orthodox," point of 
view. Each repudiates the materialistic view of evolution, and equally 
each repudiates the theology that conceives of God as a being wholly 
outside of nature. " The laws of nature can give no account of their 
own origin ;" "there is no real efficient force but spirit ; the various 
energies of nature are but different forms or special currents of this 
Omnipresent Divine Power;" these sentences from Dr. Bixby's book 
might be imagined as standing in the same volume with these from 
Dr. Conley : " Evolution is the progressive revelation of God in cre- 
ation ; " "All variations leading to distinct progress have been due, not 
to new creations, nor simply to changed environment, but especially 
to a new energy within existing forms. The generative power of the 
Almighty has touched the secret sources of life within existing forms 
and higher forms have resulted ;" " In evolution the new always comes 
out of the old, because back of the old is the unfailing Fountain 



BOOK REVIEWS 393 

Head." This is unmistakably theistic evolution, and may be taken as 
an expression of the fundamental thesis of each of these books. 

The "new world" ot Dr. Bixby's title is the old world as inter- 
preted in the light of scientific discovery and especially in the light of 
the doctrine of evolution. Out of this interpretation has grown the 
"new thought" on moral and religious themes. With the new con- 
ception of the material universe, whose magnitudes, distances, and 
antiquity, so far as they are known, utterly transcend man's power of 
conception, there has come to pass a corresponding enlargement of 
faith, and an exaltation of man: "One high intuition of eternal truth, 
one holy impulse of consecration or noble moral choice, is grander 
than a whole world of clay, more magnificent than the most colossal 
galaxy of gas and dust;" "The vigorous probing that science has 
brought to nature has not .... in any way robbed man of his highest 

hopes or lessened his dignity It has not emptied the world of 

spiritual force, but filled it with the presence of one all-inclusive wis- 
dom, one Infinite Power and Eternal Love, from the firm yet tender 
embrace of whose perfect order we can never fall." In the eight chap- 
ters that follow Dr. Bixby discusses the following themes: "The Sanc- 
tion for Morality in Nature," " The Agnostic's Difficulties and the 
Knowability of Divine Realities," " The Scientific Validity of Our 
Religious Instincts," "Evolution and Christianity," "The Old Testa- 
ment as Literature," "Christian Discipleship and Modern Life," 
"Modern Dogmatism and the Unbelief of the Age," "Union of the 
Churches in One Spiritual Household." 

In a strong chapter the contradictory is maintained of Professor 
Huxley's thesis that "the cosmic progress has no sort of relation to 
moral ends," and the familiar contention that nature and evolution 
have in themselves no sanction for morality is repudiated. The fal- 
lacy of agnosticism is pointed out, in that it has allowed science to 
trespass upon the realm proper to metaphysics, and has failed to recog- 
nize "mental need," and intuition, and faith, as indicating a legiti- 
mate, and indeed the only ultimate, approach to the knowable. 

Dr. Conley employs much the same method in the latter half of 
his book. The realm of his discussion is, however, characteristically 
different. Dr. Bixby's themes may be described as philosophical and 
social. Dr. Conley applies the "new thought" of theistic evolution to 
the great biblical doctrines, "The Creation of Man," "Moral Respon- 
sibility and Sin," "Jesus Christ," "Salvation," "Inspiration and Reve- 
lation," " Miracles," "Things to Come." The chapters under these 
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titles will be helpful and informing to those who are perplexed as to 
how these fundamental Christian doctrines will stand in the light 
of unfolding scientific knowledge. That they stand more clearly 
and firmly established than ever before is the author's belief, and 
he shows convincingly "the far-reaching and remarkable harmonies 
between the essential teachings of the Christian religion and of mod- 
ern science The currents of the mighty rivers of thought are 

mingling in their onward sweep toward the great ocean of universal 
truth." In the first part of his book Dr. Conley asserts that "progress 
has not yet ceased; modern evolutionary science compels belief in a 
gloriously unfolding future;" "we are forced to believe that the next 
great stage in the progress of the race will be marked by the power to 
apprehend spiritual things just as clearly and directly as we now do 
material things." There follows a suggestive and stimulating discus- 
sion of "The Coming Age," "Life after Death," "The Future Body," 
"Duration of the Present Age," "Transition to the Coming Age," 
"Evolution and Eternity." The effort is made in these chapters to 
keep closely to a consideration of the light shed by theistic evolution 
upon the questions suggested. In spite of this, the discussion is neces- 
sarily somewhat speculative. 

Of both these books, however, it may justly be said that the prob- 
lems indicated by the chapter titles are discussed in such a spirit, and 
with such keenness and clarity, that they will command the interested 
attention of readers who think on scientific, philosophical, and reli- 
gious themes, and will prove helpful to those who need to be lifted 
out of intellectual perplexities in relation to these questions. 

Nathaniel Butler. 
The University of Chicago. 



